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FROM THE DIRECTORS 
 
 

2023 was Manitoba Mutt’s 12th year in operation. It has been bittersweet 
watching the animals we remember as babies grow older, but heartwarming to 
see the new era of alumni growing. 
 
Thank you for your unwavering support in our mission to rescue and rehabilitate 
animals in need. Despite the challenges that the last few years have brought, with 
your support and dedication, we are continually able to expand our reach and save 
the animals that need saving the most. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work beside you to make an even greater impact 
on the lives of the animals and the communities we serve. 
 
Thank you for all that you do! 

 

Thank you! 
 
 

Kind Regards, 
 

 

Diane Fournier 

Jenn Taplin 

Mallory Vaughan 

Maxine McQuarrie 

Phoebe Sterdan 

Rebecca Norman  

   Did you know? 

As of December 31, 2023, our Facebook page had 45,234 followers, 
our Instagram page had 27,382 followers, 

our TikTok account had 229 followers and 1,825 likes! 
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INTAKE  
 

In 2023 we rescued 94 dogs and 38 cats from 25 Manitoba locations: as far North as Thompson and as far 

South as Rosebank. This year marks the lowest intake counts of all the 13 years of rescue. The next lowest 

being just last year with 145 dogs and 75 cats.  

 

 

*Various Inside MB: Altona, Fairford, Oakbank, Red Sucker Lake, The Pas, Beausejour, Garson, Grand Rapids, Poplar River, Red Deer Lake, 

Rosebank, Sagkeeng, Split Lake, St. Alphonse, St. Theresa Point, Steinbach, and Wasagamack. 

 

 

Our busiest intake months were June, 

July and October, bringing 16 new 

animals into care each month. Our 

slowest month for intake was March, 

bringing in only 1 new animal. 
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FOSTERING 
 

Fostering is a HUGE part of our rescue, without fosters we would have 

nowhere for the Mutts and honorary Mutts (cats) we save to go. We are ever 

so grateful to our fosters who open their homes and hearts to a Mutt in need. 

We did see the number of foster applications again decrease since the height 

of COVID in 2020. In 2020, we saw the highest number of foster applications 

ever (494). In comparison to 2021 which was 204, and in 2022, we received 

114 applications. 2023 we saw an even further decline with only 85 foster 

applications. Unfortunately, the number of foster applications that we are 

receiving are continuing to trend down alarmingly each year. 

Out of the 85 foster applications from 2023, 36 made it through the full 

application process and were officially signed on. This was compared to 31 

homes that signed on in 2022. There are many reasons why applicants don’t 

make it through the process - they don’t return the required volunteer forms, 

their current animals roam free, they end up fostering for another rescue 

(many apply for multiple rescues at the same time), or life got complicated. 

 

Out of the 36 homes that signed up in 2023, 6 never ended up taking on a foster, 7 fostered 1 or 2 times before they 

ended up “failing” after which they stopped fostering, 17 fostered 1-2 times in 2023 and have stopped, and 6 of the 36 

fosters have fostered in 2024. Thank you to those who are still fostering, to those fosters who have adopted and to 

those that have stayed on to volunteer with us!! 

 

 

We LOVE and depend 

highly on our amazing 

FOSTERS!! 
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ADOPTIONS  

 

Just like Intake, we saw a record low of adoptions in 2023, only 
90 dogs and 46 cats. It is very rewarding to see an animal go 
from abandoned and unwanted, to loved and cherished, in their 
forever home. 

Occasionally, there are adoption placements that don’t work 
out, so the animals come back into our care. We had 10 dogs 
and 5 cats returned to foster care in 2023 that had been 
adopted from 2 days to 8 years. 

 

Reasons included: allergies (3), animal abandoned with family member (1), behaviour issues (2), 
divorce/separation (1), illness/death in the family (3), resident animals not adjusting (2), unprepared to deal 
with a new pet (3). 

 

One of the questions on our adoption application is, 

“Where did you hear about Manitoba Mutts Dog 

Rescue?”.  The results of those answers show that 

word of mouth is our most common adoption source 

with social media as a close second. 

This means our team is doing a great job of making a 

memorable positive impact on adopters, followers, 

and supporters! 

 

 

Get Fixed! 
In 2023, Manitoba Mutts can claim responsibility for spaying 73 dogs 

and 24 cats and neutering 38 dogs and 21 cats. 

In just one year, this has prevented an estimated 1,000 additional 

puppies and kittens and has saved countless lives in the process!  
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SUPER TROOPERS   

 

There are extreme cases of care and support for ailments such as amputations, parvo virus, mange, 
heartworm disease, etc. These animals are selected to be featured as our Super Troopers (ST’s). Their will to 
live and our generous community of volunteers and donors save their lives. Along the way these dogs touch 
the lives of those involved. In 2023 we had 19 Super Trooper cases as compared to last year, in which we had 
18 cases.  

 

Name Ailment(s) Cost 

Media* Parvo, Struck by Vehicle, Foreign Body $1,852.27 

Starfire (Waffles) Spay Incision Opened $2,729.11 

Cola FHO and Amputation $6,308.82 

Leo La Toque Aspiration Pneumonia $1,471.56 

He'Ho Aspiration Pneumonia $1,560.23 

Lumi Parvo $1,284.13 

Rogue Issues with Incontinence - Urinary Tract not Anatomically Correct $4,300.24 

Cora Front Leg Amputation $2,043.23 

Gion Parvo $2,525.63 

Fringe* Skull Fracture, Liver Shunt, Anemic $3,115.57 

Marketa Parvo $2,829.91 

Matsuri Lethargic, No Appetite $2,058.43 

Clover Attacked by a Dog $2,850.00 

Sarah Parvo $3,079.99 

Wells Parvo $2,165.82 

Davy Jones Attacked by a Dog, Injury to Eye and Leg $517.25 

Nanny Dental $1,860.11 

Arie Eyelid Laceration and Limp $1,072.77 

Carol Foreign Body Stomach Surgery $1,011.48 

 

*Deceased due to their ailments  
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FUNDRAISING 
 
We held/attended 12 events: Puppy Love Dance and Purohit Valentine's Market in February, Run Your Heart 

Out, Prizes for Paws Auction, and Frescolio on Corydon's 10th Anniversary Block Party and Market in June, 

Puppies and Pints with Little Brown Jug Brewing Company in July, pop-up event at LOCAL and Kilter Brewery 

and Love Your Body Puppy Yoga in August, annual Plant Sale, adoption event at Cabela's, and Canvasback 

Adoption Day in September, our annual bake sale, and photos with Santa, adoption event at Gauthier Cadillac 

and an Open House at Wooftopia in December. 

 

*Mini Fundraisers: Black Friday Merch Sale, Puppy Love Dance, Purohit Valentine's Market, Salvation Army and Golden West Lodge and Stockings. 

 
**Third Party Fundraisers: Access Credit Union’s 12 Days of Giveaways, Classic Car event at Revera The Waverley Retirement Residence, CNL and 
Melissa Kazuk Scentsy Fundraiser.  
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FUNDRAISING (CONTINUED) 

 

Moolah for Mutts Raffle 

We've had liquor and wine as the prizes for the past few years, so we 
decided to switch it up this year to cash prizes. We sold 3,782 of the 
possible 5,000 tickets. The total amount brought in from ticket sales was 
$7,564 minus the cost of the tickets and the cash payout, our total profit 
was $5,632.48. 

 

 

 

 

Merch 
We added a few new items to our merchandise line in 2023, 
such as Ladies v neck shirts, Ladies Baseball Tees, Men's Shirts, 
Trucker Hats, Crewneck Sweatshirts, Sweatpants and Campfire 
Mugs. The total amount raised from merch was $6,989.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

Manitoba Mutts Dog Rescue Flea(less) Market 

The Manitoba Mutts Dog Rescue Flea(less) Market is an auction page that was started on Facebook on 
October 12, 2014.  

The Facebook page features several different items 
that have been donated to Mutts which are sold via 
web auction over the course of a predetermined 
time. Each item is photographed, catalogued, and 
offered to the public.  

 

In 2023, the Flea(less) Market Auction raised: 
$12,890.40 *. 

*The numbers represent the total profit as the site does not require any operating costs.  
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CORPORATE SUPPORT 

 

ResQwalk & BarkBox 

ResQwalk donated funds when users selected MMDR via their app, unfortunately the program 

ended in 2023, but we did still benefit. BarkBox sells subscription boxes of dog treats and toys. 

When a subscription or item is ordered using our Manitoba Mutts code or link, we receive a part of 

the proceeds. In 2023, we received $160.43 USD from ResQwalk and $156.93 from BarkBox. 

 

Manitoba Liquor Control Commission (MLCC) Coin Box Program 

Community, charitable and non-profit organizations may apply to place coin boxes for 

one month in Winnipeg Liquor Mart Stores. Lucky for us we were chosen for the month 

of August. The total amount raised was $6,766.80. 

 

Food & Supply Donations 

We are so grateful to all the businesses and groups who donate food and supplies multiple times throughout the year to 
keep our Mutts’ bellies full and supplies to help us to take care of them. 
 
Birchwood Animal Hospital, Earth Rated, Nylabone, Pet Valu McPhillips, Petland Kenaston, Petland Polo Park, Plessis 
Veterinary Hospital, Silver Heights Veterinary Hospital, Smack Dog Food, Southglen Veterinary Hospital, Transcona 
Veterinary Hospital, and Wooftopia. 

 

 

  

Mint Self Storage 
Mint Self Storage offers us one free 
unit per month to store our supplies 
and food. This helps keep our stock 
organized and free from pesky pests! 

Total Storage 
Total Storage offers us one free 
unit per month to store our 
supplies and food. This helps keep 
our stock organized and free from 
pesky pests! 
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SPONSORSHIP 
In 2023 we continued offering our sponsorship packages. Northern Diagnostics continues to give us great 

support and sponsored us again this year.  We hope to continually work on improving the packages each year 

and hope to obtain new and exciting sponsors. 

 

Northern Diagnostics –was a Gold 

Paw sponsor, at $1500. 

 

Ian And Rochelle Laing Family Foundation 

We would like to send a HUGE THANK YOU to the Ian and Rochelle Laing Family Foundation for 

another generous donation in 2023. The animal welfare branch of the Ian and Rochelle Laing Family 

Foundation provides funds to rescues and shelters to help cover the costs of food and spay/neuter 

surgeries. Their generous donation of $10,000 helped MMDR maximize the organization's finances 

to support the animals in care.  

 

PARTNERSHIPS 
We are extremely privileged to be partnered with some very talented people and businesses that help with our 
everyday rescue needs. 
 

SIVART Productions 
Travis is a wonderful photographer whose photo taking talent has enhanced our ability to showcase our 

adoptables. He lends us his talent for our annual Christmas Fair Photos with Santa. 
 

 

S.M.A.R.T Dogs 
Sammy Mar is our go-to behaviourist for our extreme cases such as dog or human aggression or severe separation 

anxiety. Sammy runs a boarding kennel and training centre in Teulon that houses these special needs cases until they 

are ready for a regular foster home setting.  

 

 

Sprockett's Doggy Day Camp  

Sprockett's has continued to support us by providing day care spaces for our fosters that need the 

extra socialization. 

 

Proud Pup! Dog Training 
Alisha Cooke, owner of Proud Pup! Dog Training has graciously offered one-on-one training sessions to our fosters and alumni to 

help with leash reactivity and other behaviour concerns in the home. Her training tools and advice have been a great asset. 
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PARTNERSHIPS (CONTINUED) 

Grooming 

Since our Mutts are strays, they often come into care with matted fur, caked on mud, and a smell all their 

own. We have some amazing groomers that help clean up our adoptables so they can look, feel, and 

smell great for their future forever homes. Thanks to Neon Dragon for taking our Mutts from strays to 

stars! 

 

Veterinarians  

We work with quite a few veterinarian offices in and around Winnipeg and we value 
their expertise and guidance when it comes to the best treatment for our Mutts. 
Veterinary care is the largest expense for a rescue and thankfully the offices we work 
with offer a rescue discount for their services. 

Our veterinary partners in 2023 included:  

Beausejour Animal Hospital, Birchwood Animal Hospital, Bridgwater Veterinary Hospital, Clearspring Animal Hospital, 
Dakota Veterinary Hospital, Fort Garry Veterinary Hospital, Gimli Veterinary Services, Grand Valley Animal Clinic,  
Manitoba Animal Eye Clinic via WCVM, McLeod Veterinary Hospital, Morden Veterinary Clinic, Portage Veterinary 
Hospital, Silver Heights Veterinary Hospital, Southglen Veterinary Hospital, St. Norbert Animal Hospital, Stonewall 
Veterinary Clinic, Virden Animal Hospital and Winkler Veterinary Clinic! 
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MMDR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Diane Fournier  

Diane started with Manitoba Mutts doing data entry as well as fostering in July 2011. 
In 2014, she took over one of our most difficult positions, Intake Manager. Diane has 
worked tirelessly with community contacts all over Manitoba and surrounding 
provinces to help bring in unwanted animals to give them a better life. In her 
downtime Diane enjoys being outside with her husband Rob and her 2 boys searching 
for new adventures. 

 

 

 

Maxine McQuarrie 

Maxine started out as a Supply House in February of 2012 and was drawn into what an 
amazing organization Mutts is and was inspired to help more. Between supplies, 
donations, merchandise, the garage sale, fundraisers, and events she's dabbled in 
various aspects of the Rescue. She created and has run the Facebook auction group 
(MMDR Flea(less) Market) since October of 2014 and routinely strives to find new 
ways to fundraise. When she's not dealing with events, auctions, or routine Rescue 
duties she likes to spend most evenings at soccer with her husband Michael, 1 alumni 
dog, and their 2 cats.  

 

 

 

 

Rebecca (Becky) Norman  

Rebecca is one of the founders of Manitoba Mutts and has been 
working hard for the animals ever since. Her compassion and 
understanding bring immense value to the rescue, along with her 
strong leadership. Rebecca is extremely knowledgeable when it 
comes to vet care and the best treatment routes for our Mutts. 
When not dealing with rescue related duties, she can be found 
spending time with her husband Tom, 5 beautiful children and 2 
adorable dogs. 
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MMDR BOARD OF DIRECTORS (CONTINUED) 

 

Phoebe Sterdan 

Phoebe started volunteering with Manitoba Mutts in June of 2013 as she was 
looking for a fulfilling way to spend some of her free time. Her volunteer role 
initially started off with doing online auctions for fundraising and eventually took on 
larger roles within the rescue. After years of overseeing the Adoption Fair Team, 
Phoebe has a wealth of information regarding our adoptables, local contacts and 
fosters. In Phoebe’s spare time, she can be found enjoying time with her Alumni 
Anderson Cooper, daughters Eloise and Claire, and her husband Mark. 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer (Jenn) Taplin 

Jenn started out as a foster home for Manitoba Mutts in 
September of 2011, and her love of animals amplified her desire to 
do more for the rescue. Her technical knowledge, organizational 
skills and love for marketing are essential to the operation. When 
she’s not coming up with creative ways to advertise adoptables, or 
drum up donations, Jenn can be found travelling, or spending time 
with her husband Freddy, dogs Nevie, Emma, and Keira, cat Oliver, 
and usually a foster cat/dog or litter.  

 

 

 

 

Mallory Vaughan 

Mallory started out as a foster home for Manitoba Mutts in August of 2011 and has 
been hooked ever since! Mallory is an integral part of the rescue bringing her 
knowledge of how to respectfully work with rural communities and her non-profit 
finance proficiency. Mallory’s business skill is essential to keep our finance 
department on track, especially since gaining charitable status. In Mallory’s down 
time she can be found enjoying the company of her alumni Sel, Peaches, and Ben. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT  
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT (CONTINUED) 
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STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION (AUDITED) 
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STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS (AUDITED) 
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STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS (AUDITED) 
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STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS (AUDITED) 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
 

 



 

Manitoba Mutts Dog 

Rescue Inc. 
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